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Abstract

He Fa's work in photography, language experiments, P4 Theater, and experimental cinema repeatedly
involves arranging rigorous conditions for an encounter and working with the antagonistic responses
those conditions produce. Situating He Fa within a comparative theoretical coordinate system—drawing
on Foucault and Agamben's philosophy of the dispositif (apparatus), Claire Bishop's critique of relational
aesthetics, Jacques Ranciére's "distribution of the sensible," and Jacques Derrida's Archive Fever—this
essay examines photographic seams, viewing positions, and participants' decision-making through
Shanshui, Fafalish, YourTube, Real Image, and P4's collaborative productions. It then contrasts Shoot Self
with You with Jean Rouch's cinéma vérité and Pirandellian metatheatre to examine the tension between
live openness and editorial sovereignty. Relational Image Theory, retrospective video essays, and digital
archives are assessed in relation to their specific versions and uses. The essay argues that these practices
must be judged by the experience their forms produce, the distribution of collaborative labor, and the

capacity of disagreement to bring the artistic machine to a halt.
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